Bible Basics - Chapter 6

Covenants
7 Covenants- God enters in to a contract, agreement or arrangement with mankind.

The Bible speaks of seven covenants, four of which (Abrahamic, Palestinian, Mosaic, Davidic) God
made with the nation of Israel. Three of these four are unconditional; that is, whether Israel is
obedient or not, God will still fulfill these covenants. The Mosaic Covenant, is conditional, meaning,
this covenant will bring either blessing or curse depending on Israel’s obedience or disobedience.

Three of the covenants (Adamic, Noahic, New) are made between God and mankind in general.

The Adamic Covenant has two parts: the Edenic Covenant (innocence) (Genesis 1:26-30; 2:16-17) and
the Adamic Covenant (grace) (Genesis 3:16-19). The Edenic Covenant concerns man’s responsibility
towards God’s creation and the commands regarding the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of
good and evil. The Adamic Covenant includes the curses against mankind for the sin of Adam and Eve,
as well as God’s provision for that sin (Genesis 3:15).

The Noahic Covenant was an unconditional covenant between God and Noah (specifically) and
humanity (generally). After the flood, God promised humanity that he would never again destroy all
life on earth with a flood. God gave the rainbow as the sign of the covenant.

Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3, 6-7; 13:14-17; 15; 17:1-14; 22:15-18). In this covenant, God
promised Abraham that he would make Abraham’s name great (Genesis 12:2), that Abraham would
have numerous physical descendants (Genesis 13:16), and that he would be the father of a multitude
of nations (Genesis 17:4-5). God also made promises regarding a nation called Israel. All the families
of the world will be blessed through the physical line of Abraham (Genesis 12:3; 22:18).

Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:1-10). The Palestinian Covenant, or Land Covenant- If God’s
people disobeyed, God would cause them to be scattered all over the world (Deuteronomy 30:3-4),
but he would eventually restore the nation. When the nation is restored, then they will obey Him and
God will cause them to prosper (verse 9).

Mosaic Covenant (Deuteronomy 11) The Mosaic Covenant was a conditional covenant that either
brought God’s blessing for obedience or God’s cursing for disobedience upon the nation of Israel. Part
of the Mosaic Covenant was the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) and the rest of the Law, which
contained over 600 commands.

Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:8-16) God promised that David’s lineage would last forever and that his
kingdom would never pass away permanently (verse 16). Jesus Christ’s reign would ultimately fulfil
this covenant.

New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). The New Covenant is a covenant made first with the nation of
Israel and, ultimately, with all mankind. God promises to forgive sin, and there will be a universal



knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.



